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EASTER LIGHT—GUIDING LIGHT

AS WE GATHER

The place where we worship is often called the Lord’s house. It is a sacred space, a holy
house, and more. It is our blessed home. English clergyman Isaac Watts, who authored
hundreds of hymn texts during his life, concluded his paraphrase of the Twenty-Third Psalm
in this memorable way: “The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days; oh, may His
house be my abode and all my work be praise. There would | find a settled rest, while others
go and come; no more a stranger or a guest, but like a child at home” (OAR 272). We are so
much more than strangers or guests here today. We are children at home. Paul writes to the
Ephesians and to us, “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children” (Ephesians 5:1).

WELCOME

INVOCATION
Leader In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 16:1-2, 5-6, 9, 11

Leader Preserve me, O God, for in You | take refuge.
Congregation | say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; | have no good apart from You.”
Leader The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; You hold my lot.

Congregation The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, | have a
beautiful inheritance.

Leader Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also
dwells secure.

Congregation You make known to me the path of life; in Your presence there is
fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Only A Holy God
Verse 1
Who else commands all the hosts of heaven
Who else could make every king bow down
Who else can whisper and darkness trembles
Only a Holy God

Verse 2
What other beauty demands such praises
What other splendour outshines the sun
What other majesty rules with justice
Only a Holy God



Chorus
Come and behold Him
The One and the Only
Cry out sing holy
Forever a Holy God
Come and worship the Holy God

Verse 3
What other glory consumes like fire
What other power can raise the dead
What other name remains undefeated
Only a Holy God

Verse 4
Who else could rescue me from my failing
Who else would offer His only Son
Who else invites me to call Him Father
Only a Holy God
Only my Holy God

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  Psalm 85:1-2, 7

Leader
Congregation

Leader
Congregation
Leader
Congregation

Leader
Congregation

LORD, You were favorable to Your land;
You restored the fortunes of Jacob.

You forgave the iniquity of Your people;
You covered all their sin.

Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD,
and grant us Your salvation.

Let us then confess our sins unto our gracious Lord.

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, mighty Judge of all
people, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We have not lived up to
our calling as Your peaceable people. We have not extended
ourselves to bring Your peace in our homes, our neighborhoods, and
our communities. We have not done the good You demand and have
not been the people You would have us be. We do repent and are truly
sorry for our sins in thought, word, and deed. Have mercy on us,
merciful Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son. Forgive us all
that needs Your forgiving grace and with the power of the Holy Spirit
direct us to serve You faithfully all our days, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
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Leader God has promised His merciful forgiveness to those who repent of their sins
and turn to Him in confession. He will revive them and speak peace to His
people. In His stead and by His command, therefore, | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation Amen.

Leader God keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit, lead you in ways of peace
and joy, and finally bring you to live with Him forever, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

Congregation Amen.

FIRST READING  Acts 2:42-47

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. “*And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were
being done through the apostles. 4And all who believed were together and had all things in
common. “5And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need. “6And day by day, attending the temple together and
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,
4Tpraising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day
by day those who were being saved.

Reader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23

"The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want.

2He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.

3He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

4Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

SYou prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows. éSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and |
shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:19-25

®This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering
unjustly. 2°For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when
you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 2'For to
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so
that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his
mouth. 2When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. ?*He himself bore our
sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds



you have been healed. ?°For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Reader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:1-10
Leader The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Congregation Glory to You, O Lord.

"[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door
but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the
door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice,
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. *When he has brought out all his
own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger
they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.”
6This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was
saying to them.

’So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep. 8All
who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. °l am the
door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. '°The
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.”

Leader This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Erin Holmquist
Good Shepherd Of My Soul

Verse 1
Good Shepherd of my soul
Come dwell within me
Take all | am and mould
Your likeness in me
Before the cross of Christ
This is my sacrifice
A life laid down and ready to follow

Verse 2
The troubled find their peace
In true surrender
The prisoners their release
From chains of anger
In springs of living grace



| find a resting place
To rise refreshed and ready to follow

Verse 3

I'll walk this narrow road

With Christ before me
Where thorns and thistles grow
And cords ensnare me
Though doubted and denied
He never leaves my side
But lifts my head and calls me to follow

Verse 4
And when my days are gone
My strength is failing
He'll carry me along
Through death's unveiling
Earth's struggles overcome
Heaven's journey just begun
To search Christ's depths and ever to follow
To search Christ's depths and ever to follow

SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED
Congregation | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life T everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING Hittps:/faithlutheranlacey.breezechms.com/give/online
or text to give, 360-732-8020.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Leader

Congregation
Leader

Congregation
Leader

Congregation
Leader

Congregation
Leader

Congregation
Leader

Congregation

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, our blessed
Shepherd, and for all people according to their needs:

We pray for the whole church, that through it, the goodness of God be
shared and the Good News of salvation joyfully be proclaimed throughout
all the world. Gracious Shepherd,

hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are in need, assured of the Shepherd’s care for all
His sheep. Give us hearts to seek to meet the needs of those who travel
with us through life as we are led by our Good Shepherd day by day.
Merciful Shepherd,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world, asking that still waters of peace flow
around the globe and that there be goodness and kindness among all
peoples. Loving Shepherd,

hear our prayer.

We pray for our families and everyone in them. Grant that together we
follow the Good Shepherd as one flock in which all dwell in love and unity.
Gentle Shepherd,

hear our prayer.

We pray for those whose tables are set in difficult or challenging places,
whose lives know want or discord or sadness or continuing iliness. Gently
guide them with Your rod and staff, Good Shepherd, and keep them ever
with You. Caring Shepherd,

hear our prayer.

With gratefulness we remember those who already dwell in the eternal
house of the Lord forever. Inspire and sustain us as we pass through our
earthly journeys, living in faith and with hope, ever heeding the voice of our
Good Shepherd and following in His ways. Eternal Shepherd,

hear our prayer. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Congregation

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen



BENEDICTION
Leader The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and t give you peace.
Congregation Amen.

King Of Love (My Shepherd is)
Verse 1
The King of Love my Shepherd is
Whose goodness faileth never
I nothing lack if | am His
And He is mine forever
And He is mine forever

Verse 2
Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul He leadeth
And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth

Chorus
Never failing Ruler of my heart
Everlasting Lover of my soul
On the mountain high or in the valley low
The King of Love my Shepherd is
The King of Love my Shepherd is

Verse 3
Lost and foolish off | strayed
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me

Verse 4
In death's dark veil | fear no ill
With Thee dear Lord beside me
Thy rod and staff my comfort still
Thy cross before to guide me
Bridge
Oh Hallelujah Hallelujah
Oh Hallelujah Hallelujah
Verse 5
And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never
Good Shepherd may | sing Your praise



Within Your house forever
Within Your house forever
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