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EASTER LIGHT—GLORIOUS LIGHT

AS WE GATHER

“Seeking dedicated worker. Suffering not optional.” If we were to read that simple line in a job
posting, it certainly would give us pause. People generally want to avoid suffering at any
cost. Scripture reminds us that there may be a dynamic of discomfort to faith-filled living that
follows the call of the risen Savior. In his hymn text “Come, Follow Me,’ the Savior Spake”
from the 1600s, Johann Scheffler concludes, “Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, and take
the cross appointed and, firmly clinging to His Word, in suffring be undaunted. For those
who bear the battle’s strain the crown of heav’nly life obtain” (LSB 688:5). The challenges of
the twenty-first century may differ from those of the seventeenth, but they are just as real.
Our Lord promises that He is always with us on our life’s journey. With Easter joy, we travel
onward together toward His glorious heavenly kingdom!

+ PREPARATION +

INVOCATION

Leader In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

EASTER ACCLAMATION
Leader Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Congregation He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

OPENING SENTENCES Romans 6:9; John 20:29b; Psalm 145:1, 5, 6b

Leader We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death
no longer has dominion over Him.

Congregation Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia!
Alleluia!

Leader | will extol You, my God and King, and bless Your name forever and ever.
Congregation On the glorious splendor of Your majesty, and on Your wondrous
works, | will meditate, and | will declare Your greatness.

By Faith
By faith we see the hand of God
In the light of creation's grand design
In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness
Who walk by faith and not by sight

By faith our fathers roamed the earth
With the pow'r of His promise in their hearts
Of a holy city built by God's own hand



A place where peace and justice reign

Chorus
We will stand as children of the promise

We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward
Till the race is finished and the work is done

We'll walk by faith and not by sight

By faith the prophets saw a day
When the longed
for Messiah would appear
With the pow'r to break the chains of sin and death
And rise triumphant from the grave

By faith the church was called to go
In the pow'r of the Spirit to the lost
To deliver captives and to preach good news
In ev'ry corner of the earth

By faith the mountain shall be moved
And the pow'r of the gospel shall prevail
For we know in Christ all things are possible
For all who call upon His name

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  Micah 6:6-8

Leader

Congregation

Left Side
Right Side

Congregation

Leader

Congregation

Let us come before God in true repentance, seeking forgiveness and
amendment of our lives as we follow the Lord.

“With what shall | come before the LORD, and bow myself before God
on high?

“Shall | come before Him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?

“Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of
rivers of oil?

“Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body
for the sin of my soul?”

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?

Almighty God, we confess that we are indeed sinful. By our very
nature we are sinful. We have done the evil You forbid and have not
done the good You demand. We do repent and are truly sorry for
these our sins. Have mercy on us because of Jesus, our Savior. Grant
that, by the working of the Holy Spirit, we may live out our lives on
earth faithfully until that time when we, by His grace, join the company
of heaven forever.



Leader God has promised forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and turn to
Him for grace. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and at His
command, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the t
Son and of the Holy Spirit. May our gracious God, lead you to greater faith
and obedience, and bring you to live with Him eternally in His glory, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation Amen.

FIRST READING  Acts 5:29-42

29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 3*°The God
of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 3'God exalted him at
his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.
32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to
those who obey him.”

33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 3But a Pharisee in the
council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and
gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 3°And he said to them, “Men of Israel,
take care what you are about to do with these men. 3For before these days Theudas rose
up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was
killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 3’After him Judas the
Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He
too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 8So in the present case | tell you,
keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it
will fail; 3%but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found
opposing God!” So they took his advice, “°and when they had called in the apostles, they
beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 'Then
they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer
dishonor for the name. 4?And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not
cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

Reader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 148

Congregation Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise Him in the
heights!

Left Side Praise Him, all His angels; praise Him, all His hosts! Praise Him, sun and
moon, praise Him, all you shining stars!

Right Side Praise Him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!

Congregation Let them praise the name of the LORD! For He commanded and they
were created. And He established them forever and ever; He gave a
decree, and it shall not pass away.



Left Side Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, fire
and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling His word! Mountains and all
hills, fruit trees and all cedars!

Right Side Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds! Kings of the earth
and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! Young men and maidens
together, old men and children!

Congregation Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted;
His majesty is above earth and heaven. He has raised up a horn for
His people, praise for all His saints, for the people of Israel who are
near to Him. Praise the Lord!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:3-9

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, “to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for
you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. €In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you
have been grieved by various trials, “so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you
love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is
inexpressible and filled with glory, ®obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your
souls.

Reader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31
Leader The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
Congregation Glory to You, O Lord.

°0On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.” 2°When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. ?'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of
anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.
2530 the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless |



see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and
place my hand into his side, | will never believe.”

26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
2"Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand,
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 2Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” ?°Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

3%Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in
this book; 3'but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Leader This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE -
Yet Not | But Through Christ In Me

Verse 1
What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy my righteousness and freedom
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace
To this | hold my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to his
Oh how strange and divine | can sing all is mine
Yet not | but through Christ in me

Verse 2
The night is dark but | am not forsaken
For by my side the Saviour he will stay
| labour on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need his power is displayed
To this | hold my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley he will lead
Oh the night has been won and | shall overcome
Yet not | but through Christ in me

Verse 3
No fate | dread | know | am forgiven
The future sure the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And he was raised to overthrow the grave
To this | hold my sin has been defeated



Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released | can sing | am free
Yet not | but through Christ in me

Verse 4
With every breath | long to follow Jesus
For he has said that he will bring me home
And day by day | know he will renew me
Until | stand with joy before the throne
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to him
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
Yet not | but through Christ in me

Ending
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
Yet not | but through Christ in me
Yet not | but through Christ in me

SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED
Congregation | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life T everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING Hittps:/faithlutheranlacey.breezechms.com/give/online
or text to give, 360-732-8020.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Leader In peace let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

For the whole Christian Church, that the peace of God dwell within it and
that the Spirit of God work through it, let us pray to the Lord:


https://faithlutheranlacey.breezechms.com/give/online

Congregation
Leader

Congregation
Leader

Congregation
Leader

Congregation
Leader

Congregation
Leader

Congregation

Lord, grant our petition.

For the nations of the world and for the leaders entrusted with their
designated responsibilities, that true and lasting tranquility be known
around the globe, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, grant our petition.

For this present assembly of God’s people, that all gathered here dwell
together in peace and unity, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, grant our petition.

For those who actively keep the peace and bring about security both locally
and around the world, including the armed forces of our nation and our local
police, firefighters and first responders, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, grant our petition.

For those whose lives are in need of a special measure of peace and
comfort—the sick and the hospitalized, [including . . .]; those who are
experiencing changes and challenges, including the unemployed; those
who are relocating to new places and situations and the elderly, as they
face each new day as it comes to them; and for our youth—that they be
surrounded by our support and our love, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, grant our petition.

For all the saints now in the glory of light eternal, Lord, we give You thanks.
Bless us by the heritage of faith that they have left to us in our time and
build on the legacy they have given us. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer and bless us with Your peace. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Congregation

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen

EXCHANGE OF PEACE

Leader

In the Holy Gospel, we heard the account of that moment when Jesus was
reunited with His disciples for the first time after His resurrection. John
records that His first words to them were “Peace be with you.”

As disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, we have the opportunity to share that
special peace that our Lord first shared in the room behind closed doors as
we greet one another today.



BENEDICTION
Leader The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and t give you peace.
Congregation Amen.

Living Hope
Verse 1
How great the chasm that lay between us
How high the mountain | could not climb
In desperation | turned to heaven
And spoke Your name into the night
Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness
Tore through the shadows of my soul
The work is finished the end is written
Jesus Christ my living hope

Verse 2
Who could imagine so great a mercy
What heart could fathom such boundless grace
The God of ages stepped down from glory

To wear my sin and bear my shame

The cross has spoken | am forgiven

The King of kings calls me His own

Beautiful Savior I'm Yours forever

Jesus Christ my living hope

Chorus
Hallelujah praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain
There’s salvation in Your name
Jesus Christ my living hope
Verse 3
Then came the morning that sealed the promise
Your buried body began to breathe
Out of the silence the Roaring Lion
Declared the grave has no claim on me

(REPEAT)
Jesus Yours is the victory whoa

Ending



Jesus Christ my living hope
Oh God You are my living hope



