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PERSISTENCE PAYS 
 

AS WE GATHER 
From an early age, many of us learned that persistent pestering is rude, as parents make 
this clear to children who repeatedly ask for the same things over and over. We are thankful 
that our heavenly Father never grows weary of our asking Him for what we need, no matter 
how repetitive our requests may be. As we see in Jacob’s persistent proclamation, “I will not 
let You go unless You bless me” (Genesis 32:26), in Paul’s exhortation to continually persist 
in what we have learned and believed (2 Timothy 3:14), and in Jesus’ parable of the 
persistent widow (Luke 18:1–8), we know we can bring all things to our heavenly Father 
persistently in prayer, trusting through it all that His will would be done. 
 

WELCOME 

 

INVOCATION 
Leader In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES     1 Thessalonians 5:16–18; Philippians 4:6; 1 John 5:14; 

 Jeremiah 29:12; Hebrews 4:16; Psalm 145:18 
Leader Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
Congregation Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 

  

Leader This is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything 
according to His will He hears us. 

Congregation Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will hear 
you. 

  

Leader Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

Congregation The LORD is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth. 
 

By Faith 
By faith we see the hand of God  

In the light of creation's grand design 
In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness  

Who walk by faith and not by sight 
 

By faith our fathers roamed the earth  



 

 

With the pow'r of His promise in their hearts 
Of a holy city built by God's own hand  
A place where peace and justice reign 

 

Chorus 

We will stand as children of the promise  
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward 
Till the race is finished and the work is done  

We'll walk by faith and not by sight 
By faith the prophets saw a day  

When the longed 
for Messiah would appear 

With the pow'r to break the chains of sin and death 
And rise triumphant from the grave 

 

By faith the church was called to go  
In the pow'r of the Spirit to the lost 

To deliver captives and to preach good news  
In ev'ry corner of the earth 

 

By faith the mountain shall be moved  
And the pow'r of the gospel shall prevail 

For we know in Christ all things are possible  
For all who call upon His name 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION     Psalm 34:17; 1 John 1:8–9 
Leader As the Psalmist writes, “When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears 

and delivers them out of all their troubles.” Our Lord hears our cries and 
invites us to speak to Him in our words and thoughts—to speak to Him in 
prayer. 

Congregation We confess that we have failed to bring all things to You in persistent 
and persevering prayer, instead seeking our own devices and other 
means for the guidance, direction, and answers we seek. 

  

Leader Our Lord also invites us to bring to Him our faults and failings, our sins of 
what has been done and left undone, against Him and against our 
neighbors. We are reminded, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 

Congregation But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Leader Unlike Jacob, we have been quick to give up and to discount the blessings 
held in store for us by Your grace. 

Congregation Forgive us, Lord. 
  



 

 

Leader As Paul writes, we confess we have not always endured sound teaching; 
rather, our itching ears have been opened to things that suit our own 
passions and desires. 

Congregation Forgive us, Lord. 
  

Leader As in Jesus’ parable, we seek out our own justice and even retribution for 
times we are wronged, impatient in our waiting and unrighteous in our trust 
in the perfect justice assured at Your time. 

Congregation Forgive us, Lord. 
  

Leader In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 
the Holy Spirit. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Genesis 32:22–30 
 22The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his 
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across 
the stream, and everything else that he had. 24And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled 
with him until the breaking of the day. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against 
Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 
him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go 
unless you bless me.” 27And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 
28Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven 
with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your 
name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob 
called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my 
life has been delivered.” 
  

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 121 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
 From where does my help come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
 

3He will not let your foot be moved; 
 he who keeps you will not slumber. 



 

 

4Behold, he who keeps Israel 
 will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

5The LORD is your keeper; 
 the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
6The sun shall not strike you by day, 
 nor the moon by night. 
 

7The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
 he will keep your life. 
8The LORD will keep 
 your going out and your coming in 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
 

EPISTLE 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
 14As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it 15and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, 17that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every 
good work. 
 

 1I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3For the time 
is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5As for you, always be sober-minded, endure 
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
  

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL     Luke 18:1–8 
Leader The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 
Congregation Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 
2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 
3And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice 
against my adversary.’ 4For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I 
neither fear God nor respect man, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give 
her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” 6And the Lord said, 
“Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to 
him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8I tell you, he will give justice to them 
speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 



 

 

  

Leader This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – Connie Dougherty 
 

Build My Life 
Verse 1 

Worthy of ev'ry song we could ever sing  
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 

Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe  
We live for You 

 

Verse 2 

Jesus the name above ev'ry other name  
Jesus the only one who could ever save 

Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe  
We live for You 
We live for You 

 

Chorus 

Holy there is no one like You  
There is none beside You 

Open up my eyes in wonder and show me who You are 
And fill me with Your heart 

And lead me in Your love to those around me 
 

Bridge 

I will build my life upon Your love  
It is a firm foundation 

I will put my trust in You alone  
And I will not be shaken 
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SERMON  
 

NICENE CREED  
Congregation    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible.   

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,      
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
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for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 
   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,      I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life † of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING Https://faithlutheranlacey.breezechms.com/give/online  
 or text to give, 360-732-8020. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH     
Leader Let us pray for the people of God in Christ Jesus, for His church, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Ever-hearing Lord, You invite us to cast our anxiety on You because You 
care for us. We pray that in the midst of trials and temptations, we remain 
firm in faith and continue to place ourselves where Your Spirit strengthens, 
nourishes, and sustains the faith You give. Hear our prayer and grant us 
peace. 

Congregation Hear us, Father, when we pray. 
 

Leader Ever-providing Lord, we thank You for Your creation and for providing all 
we need for this body and life. You give to us, Your people, all our abilities 
and vocations; help us to use our gifts to Your glory. Be with all whose work 
is dangerous and protect those who serve and protect others in our world, 
nation, and communities. Help us recognize You as the giver of all good 
things in our faithful response as Your stewards. Hear our prayer and grant 
us peace. 

Congregation Hear us, Father, when we pray. 
 

Leader Ever-guiding Lord, You place us where we are to be lights in a dark world 
and proclaim Your Word in truth and love. Empower us in our witnessing 
among family, friends, and strangers that they too may know the 
relationship You desire with all people through the Savior You have given. 
Grant Your Spirit to open ears and soften hearts that Your Gospel may be 
received and furthered throughout the world until You come again. Hear our 
prayer and grant us peace. 
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Congregation Hear us, Father, when we pray. 
 

Leader Ever-present Lord, grant Your comfort and peace to those who face 
afflictions and who seek relief. We lift up to You those who persevere and 
have asked for persistent prayer, [especially . . .]. For those who mourn, 
grant Your presence that hope may be had even among tears of grief and 
sadness. Point all who grieve to the cross and the empty tomb and the 
assurance of eternal life. For the days You grant us, instill in us the 
persistence of prayer and perseverance of faith until at last we are called to 
You in everlasting glory. Hear our prayer and grant us peace. 

Congregation Hear us, Father, when we pray. 
 

Leader Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF COMMUNION 
 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Leader Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My † body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My † blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
Leader As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
Congregation Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Leader O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Congregation Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 



 

 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen 

 

O Come To the Altar 
Are you hurting and broken within  

Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin 

Jesus is calling  

Have you come to the end of yourself 

Do you thirst for a drink from the well  

Jesus is calling 
 

Chorus 

O come to the altar  

The Father's arms are open wide 

Forgiveness was bought with  

The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes  

Come today there's no reason to wait 

Jesus is calling  

Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 

From the ashes a new life is born  

Jesus is calling 
 

Bridge 

Oh what a Savior  

Isn't he wonderful 

Sing alleluia Christ is risen  

Bow down before him 

For he is Lord of all  

Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
 

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 

Tell the world of the treasure you've found 
CCLI Song # 7051511 Chris Brown | Mack Brock | Steven Furtick | Wade Joye © 2015 Music by Elevation Worship Publishing (Admin. by 
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How Deep the Father's Love for Us 
Verse 1 

How deep the Father's love for us  
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How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son  

To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss  

The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One  

Bring many sons to glory 
 

Verse 2 

Behold the Man upon a cross  
My sin upon His shoulders 

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice  
Call out among the scoffers 

It was my sin that held Him there  
Until it was accomplished 

His dying breath has brought me life  
I know that it is finished 

 

Verse 3 

I will not boast in anything  
No gifts no pow’r no wisdom 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ  
His death and resurrection 

Why should I gain from His reward  
I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart  
His wounds have paid my ransom 

CCLI Song # 1558110 Stuart Townend © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the 
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BENEDICTION 
Leader The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 

People Amen. 
 

Whom Shall I Fear (God Of Angel Armies) 
Verse 1 

You hear me when I call  
You are my morning song 

Though darkness fills the night  
It cannot hide the light 

Whom shall I fear  
You crush the enemy underneath my feet 

You are my sword and shield  
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Though troubles linger still 
Whom shall I fear 

 

Chorus 

I know Who goes before me  
I know Who stands behind 

The God of angel armies is always by my side  
The One who reigns forever 

He is a friend of mine  
The God of angel armies is always by my side 

 

Verse 2 

My strength is in Your name  
For You alone can save 

You will deliver me  
Yours is the victory 
Whom shall I fear  
Whom shall I fear 

(Whom shall I fear) 
 

Bridge 

(And) nothing formed against me shall stand 
You hold the whole world in Your hands 

I'm holding on to Your promises 
You are faithful  
You are faithful 

(REPEAT) 
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