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“CROSS” WAY

AS WE GATHER

Each Sunday in Lent brings us closer to Holy Week and closer to the foot of the cross. In a
sense, we are annual pilgrims traveling on the way of and to the cross. Each year is slightly
different from the one that has come before on that cross way. According to the liturgical
year in the Church, we are closer today to the death of Christ and His glorious resurrection
than we were a week ago. And, according to our earthly lives, we are drawing closer to our
own individual death and resurrection. Along this way, we intersect with the cross, which
serves as a sign for our lives at all times. May we each be blessed in our pilgrimage!

+ PREPARATION +
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INVOCATION
Pastor In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 36:5, 7-9
Pastor Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,
Congregation Your faithfulness to the clouds.
Pastor How precious is Your steadfast love, O God!
Congregation The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of Your wings.
Pastor They feast on the abundance of Your house,
Congregation and You give them drink from the river of Your delights.
Pastor For with You is the fountain of life;

Congregation in Your light do we see light.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the



Congregation
Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

INTROIT
Congregation

Left Side
Right Side

Left Side

Right Side
Congregation

Pastor

inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily
magnify Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
Amen.

Humble yourselves before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His
forgiveness.

Almighty God, merciful Father, we acknowledge our sinful nature and
repent of our sins—those of which we are not aware and those we
know full well. We do not love You and other people as we ought. We
are often careless with Your creation and heedless in choosing the
proper priorities of our lives. Yet it is our intent to say and do that
which honors You. For the sake of Jesus grant us Your forgiveness
so that, as Your redeemed people, we may be fit places for the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit and may serve You in time and in eternity.

God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. In the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of
peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who
calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in T peace.

Amen.

+ WORD +

Psalm 116:1-4, 8; antiphon: v. 15
Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints.

I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy.

Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore | will call on Him as long as |
live.

The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
| suffered distress and anguish.

Then | called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, / pray, deliver my soul!”

For You have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my
feet from stumbling.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.

Many Lenten hymns bring us to the foot of the cross in thoughtful devotion.
In the Lenten hymn, “O Perfect Life of Love”, author Henry Baker, a gifted
English hymnwriter, calls out to Christ on the cross with the words, “O all-



atoning Sacrifice, | cling by faith to Thee.” On the cross of Calvary, Jesus
finished the work for which He had come into the world and made the
ultimate sacrifice for us. Gratefully we sing of His loving grace in the words
of “O Perfect Life of Love.”
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Pastor In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For peace in our hearts, knowing that salvation is sure, let us pray to the
Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For peace among the nations and the growth of the Church in faith and

numbers, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.

Pastor For the Church here and wherever God’s people gather for praise and
worship, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.

Pastor Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Congregation Amen.

SALUTATION
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor Let us pray.
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people
that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



Congregation Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and
set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among
them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were
very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And | answered, “O Lord
Gop, you know.” “Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry
bones, hear the word of the LORD. *Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: Behold, | will
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 8And | will lay sinews upon you, and will cause
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live,
and you shall know that | am the LORD.”

’So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound, and
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And | looked, and behold,
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But
there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of
man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 1°So | prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great
army.

11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold,
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.” 12Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, | will open your graves and
raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will bring you into the land of Israel. **And
you shall know that | am the LORD, when | open your graves, and raise you from your
graves, O my people. *And | will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place
you in your own land. Then you shall know that | am the LORD; | have spoken, and | will do it,
declares the LORD.”

Reader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. ?For the law of
the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. >For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of
the Spirit. °To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. 'For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s
law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.



%You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. °But if Christ is in
you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. *!If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

Reader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL AND VERSE  John 11:25, Hebrews 12:2
Congregation 1am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he
die, yet shall he live.

Left Side O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,

Right Side who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Congregation |am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he
die, yet shall he live.

HOLY GOSPEL  John11:1-45
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.
Congregation Glory to You, O Lord.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.
2It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose
brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”
4But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of
God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

SNow Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. ®So, when he heard that Lazarus
was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. "Then after this he said to the
disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just
now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” °Jesus answered, “Are there not
twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees
the light of this world. 1°But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not
in him.” 1After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,
but | go to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will
recover.” 13Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in
sleep. *Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, °and for your sake | am glad that |
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” ¥6So Thomas, called the Twin,
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

"Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, **and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 2°So when Martha heard that



Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. ?!Martha
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 2°But even now |
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 22Jesus said to her, “Your brother
will rise again.” 2*Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the
last day.” 2>Jesus said to her, “| am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, 2and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.
Do you believe this?” 2’She said to him, “Yes, Lord; | believe that you are the Christ, the Son
of God, who is coming into the world.”

28\When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 2And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to
him. **Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha
had met him. 3'When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise
quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep
there. 32Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying
to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his
spirit and greatly troubled. 3*And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 3’But
some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this
man from dying?”

38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay
against it. 3°Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to
him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” “°Jesus said
to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 4'So they took
away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, | thank you that you have
heard me. %’ knew that you always hear me, but | said this on account of the people
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” “*When he had said these things,
he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died came out, his
hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

4SMany of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did,
believed in him.

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED
Congregation |believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.



OFFERING

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life T everlasting. Amen.

Https://faithlutheranlacey.breezechms.com/give/online
or text to give, 360-732-8020.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation

Lord’s Prayer

Congregation

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Jesus Christ and for all people
according to their needs.

We pray for all Christians around the world that, as people united in faith,
we may witness to the Good News that is ours in Christ Jesus, our
Redeemer. We beseech You, O Lord,

hear us for Your mercy’s sake.

We pray for all nations of the earth, that in all places on earth there may be
times of peace. We pray for people in lands where there has been upset
and strife. And we pray for our own nation that it may know safety and the
people may be joyful in their daily lives. We beseech You, O Lord,

hear us for Your mercy’s sake.

We pray for all those whose labor serves us, especially those in the military,
our police personnel, medical workers, and all those whose efforts support
the common good. We beseech You, O Lord,

hear us for Your mercy’s sake.

We pray for the special concerns on our hearts today, including health and
family needs, bringing to You our joys, our sorrows, and our hopes,
[including . . .]. We beseech You, O Lord,

hear us for Your mercy’s sake.

In this time of prayer, we remember all those who have completed their
earthly journeys in faith and now rest from their labors. Lord, inspire us by
the witness of the faithful from all generations that we may complete our
earthly journeys with confidence in Your gracious promises as they did in
their lifetimes. We beseech You, O Lord,

hear us for Your mercy’s sake.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
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trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen

"CROSS" REFERENCE

Pastor In the Large Catechism section on the Lord’s Prayer, Martin Luther wrote
with confidence, “For where God’s Word is preached, accepted, or believed
and produces fruit, there the holy cross cannot be missing.” The cross is a
constant positive presence along the way of life of the Christian. We sing of
its power in the familiar hymn, “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast
Blessed.”
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BENEDICTION
Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 1 give you peace.
Congregation Amen.
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